
Global Communication 
for a Global Community

HEPAP
Washington, DC

September 29, 2003

Judith Jackson, Fermilab

http://chicago.cubs.mlb.com/NASApp/mlb/index.jsp?c_id=chc


September 29, 2003 HEPAP/ JUDITH JACKSON 2

Ruffano / 29 April 2003

Spaghetti ai
frutti di mare
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From “Quotidiano di Puglia”
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Beyond the Standard Model

To achieve the kind of future that all of us want 
for particle physics, we have begun to change 
the way we communicate.

InterAction collaboration established December 
2001 at DESY meeting

Brookhaven, Gran Sasso
DESY, Fermilab, 
CERN, SLAC
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Current members
• APS
• Brookhaven
• Berkeley Lab
• CERN
• Cornell
• DESY
• Dubna
• Frascati (INFN)
• Fermilab

• Gran Sasso (INFN)
• INFN
• KEK
• Saclay
• Orsay
• SLAC 
• Thomas Jefferson
• TRIUMF

All particle physics labs are invited to join.
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We’re all in this together.
• Established a global collaboration for strategic 

particle physics communication

-Common “Interactions Newswire”

-Common particle physics website

-World “image bank”

-Press release coordination

-On the agenda at physics conferences

-Common strategic communication planning

To date, progress on all fronts
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Interactions, the news wire

• www.interactions.org

• News from the world of particle physics

• Press releases and other news from the 
world’s labs, experiments, funding agencies, 
advisory panels…

• Open to all particle physics labs

http://www.interactions.org/
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Interactions, the newswire

• One year of operation

• 64 physics news bulletins (counting today)

• 828 subscribers from 35 countries as of 26 
September
– …including Air Canada, Boskovic Institute (Croatia), Crain’s 

Chicago Business, Dallas Morning News, Jema (Spain), Knight 
Ridder, Kyodo News, National Public Radio, Nature, New 
Scientist, New York Times, Pravda, Science Magazine, Tass, 
The Associated Press, USA Today….

• We have a channel to get the word out.
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Interactions, the Web site
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www.interactions.org

Public rollout
Summer 2003
at Lepton-Photon 
Conference“Start Me Up!”
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A website for all of us
• A resource for all who communicate about or 

in support of particle physics

• Physics community, science writers, 
reporters, policy makers, universities, 
advisory panels…

• World particle physics Image Bank: one-stop 
shopping for images from particle physics 
worldwide

• www.interactions.org

http://www.interactions.org/
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www.interactions.org
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Particle physics image bank



September 29, 2003 HEPAP/ JUDITH JACKSON 14

ICFA letter of support

“At the recent ICFA meeting, the Committee 
appreciated your report on the need for better 
communication about particle physics, 
and ICFA endorses the efforts of the 
international collaboration of particle physics 
communicators, InterAction.”
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Links to others

EPPOG

LAB COMMUNICATION
COUNCIL

KET

http://www.er.doe.gov/index.htm
http://www.aps.org/about-aps.html
http://ypp.hep.net/ypp_main.html
http://www.interactions.org/imagebank/search_detail.php?image_no=OT0020
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At La Thuile 2003

Conference organizers 
invited InterAction
to hold parallel particle 
physics communication 
“rencontres” and 
present results to 
physics conference.

A week together

http://www.pi.infn.it/lathuile/fotolathuile.jpeg
http://www.pi.infn.it/lathuile/thui.jpg
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Our plan
• Create a strategic worldwide particle physics 

communication plan for InterAction.

http://209.242.196.11/imagebank/search_detail.php?image_no=LB0002
http://www.aps.org/about-aps.html
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Strategic Communication Plan

• Goal
• Strategy
• Tactics
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InterAction: Goal

To increase support around 
the world for fundamental 
particle physics research.
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InterAction: Strategy

• Strengthen collaboration among 
laboratory communicators in order to 
– Share resources
– Speak with one voice*
– Develop a common science message 

*recognizing need for scientific competition 
and different points of view
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InterAction: Tactics
Open the Interactions website and 
image bank for business August 2003.

Use Lepton-Photon Conference 2003 as 
international particle physics 
communication opportunity.
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InterAction: Tactics
• Develop communication 

plan for World Year of 
Physics

• 2005 through the eyes of 
~ 3 particle physicists 
from each of the world’s 
labs: stories, photos, 
exhibits, videos, press, 
blogs, websites….

• Rendezvous at Uppsala?
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InterAction Tactics: Data Grid

• Understand who, what, 
when and how it all fits 
together.

• Develop common 
messages, materials 
and communication 
strategies.

• See under “Future” on 
Interactions.org

http://www.ppdg.net/
http://www.ivdgl.org/
http://www.griphyn.org/
http://www.gridforum.org/default.htm
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InterAction: Tactics

• Make collaboration a way 
of life for particle physics 
communication—as it is 
already for particle 
physics experiments.
– Press releases
– Articles
– Press relations
– Policy papers
– Issues

http://documents.cern.ch/cgi-bin/setlink?base=PHO&categ=photo-ac&id=0301005
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Collaboration: It’s working.

• Today: Joint Grid Press 
Release

• CERN/BNL/Fermilab
press release

• Joint Lepton-Photon 
Press Room

• World Year of Physics

• Linear Collider Outreach

http://documents.cern.ch/cgi-bin/setlink?base=PHO&categ=photo-ac&id=0301005
http://www.palais-decouverte.fr/index.htm
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Connections
• NIKHEF provides home  

for Interactions.org 
webmaster in Amsterdam.

• Light source 
communicators have 
asked for our help.

• European Linear Collider
Outreach Group has 
requested space on 
Interactions.org.

http://www.nikhef.nl/MainFrame.shtml
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Linear Collider Communication

“As I mentioned at Fermilab, ECFA 
has nominated 20 Physicists in Europe 
to start working on OutReach for 
the Linear Collider. It was quite explicitly 
stressed to us that the first goal is 
to present the project as a global 
international project: the Linear Collider
whatever it is, and wherever it is…”

François le Diberder
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InterAction August 2003
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Communication without borders

“To strengthen the 
international science 
of particle physics and 
to set visible footprints 
for peaceful collaboration 
across all borders.”
InterAction Collaboration 
Mission 
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